Unaccompanied Personnel Housing Manager’s Update
The intent of this publication is to keep the residents of MCREE Barracks informed of the topics that affect the quality of life at MCREE Barracks.  

Topic #1 - Maintenance:   

Maintenance is spelled “money” and there is very little money. Treat the barracks kindly, fix what you can yourself, but if it needs a service order call it in. Service Orders are spelled “money” so do not call in unnecessary ones.  If you have called in a service order you must then cooperate with the maintenance section and provide access to your area (you must be available at the time of the appointment). If the service request is closed because of denied access, the Government is still charged. 
Topic # 2 – Policing the area and cleaning:


You all talk about this being your home and that you should be able to live the way you want. We agree, but we live in a community and must respect the rights and privacy of others and maintain a high standard of sanitation. The unsightly trash on the ground was put there by residents. The trash in the courtyard was thrown out by residents. The trash in the halls and stairwell was left by residents. There are no funds for janitorial services. Cleaning of halls and stairways and the policing of the grounds are your responsibility. Instead of discarding trash on the ground, pick some up and dispose of it properly.  That requires putting trash in the dumpster, not just near it.
Topic # 3 - Driving and parking inside the complex:  

Driving and parking in the complex is a violation of the Post Commanders Orders. If you really need to drive into the complex, get a parking permit from the Housing Office (2105A). It is better to get a permit than attend a meeting at Post HQ with your chain of command.

Topic # 4 - Clearing quarters:


Clearing quarters is not difficult but required. As soon as you know you are leaving, start making preparations and make arrangements with the Personnel Property Shipping Office to have your personal items picked up. Come to the Unaccompanied Personnel Housing Office (Building 2105A) to pick up a copy of the standards and set up your inspection appointments. Leaving without clearing could have an adverse impact on future events, such as obtaining a security clearance.
Topic # 5 - Fire protections: 
 Each room is equipped with a smoke detector; residents are required to keep the smoke detector in working condition.  These smoke detectors are primarily powered by the buildings electrical system and have a battery back up. When the battery gets weak it starts to chirp and will never stop until the battery is replaced. Do not live with a chirping smoke detector and do not disable it. Call in a service order and have it repaired.  The detector could save your life.

Each stairwell is equipped with fire extinguishers. They are not toys, or door stops but life saving devices. Make note of where your extinguishers are and then leave them alone until needed for fire suppression. They are expensive to replace. The other side of that coin is we have an excellent Fire Department. Do not die fighting a fire. If you cannot extinguish the fire easily with the extinguisher, sound the alarm and vacate the building. Remember, even if you extinguish the fire you are required to notify the Fire Department and sound the alarm.
Topic # 6 - Mold


Mold continues to be a problem. A comprehensive study is ongoing and there is some funding approved for solving this problem. But until then you must keep it cleaned up.  Leaving windows open, blocking air flow, not keeping areas cleaned, allowing moisture buildup are things that cause mold.  Keeping areas clean using a little of the mold and mildew removal cleaning products on the first sign of the problem will go a long way in improving your quality of life and health.  

Comments and suggestions for the next edition of the MCREE READER should be submitted to the Unaccompanied Personnel Housing Office, Building 2105A.
