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Environmental CATEX Checklist 
 
Action Name: Department of Army National Ground Intelligence Center 

Albemarle County Office Building 
Action Location: Boulders Road, Charlottesville, Virginia 
Action Description: Lease Acquisition/New Construction  
Category:  
 
Part A:  All CATEX Actions Checklist 

 
 YES NO Need Data

A. Is the action likely to be inconsistent with any applicable Federal, State, 
Indian tribal, or local law, regulation, or standard designed to protect any 
aspect of the environment? 

 X  

B. Is the action likely to have results that are inconsistent with locally 
desired social, economic, or other environmental conditions?  X  
C. Is the action likely to result in the use, storage, release and/or disposal of 
toxic, hazardous, or radioactive materials, or in the exposure of people to 
such materials? 

 X  

D. Is the action likely to adversely affect a significant aspect of the natural 
environment?   X 
E. Is the action likely to adversely affect a significant aspect of the 
sociocultural environment? X   
F. Is the action likely to generate controversy on environmental grounds?  X  
G. Is there a high level of uncertainty about the action's environmental 
effects?  X  
H. Is the action likely to do something especially risky to the human 
environment?  X  
I. Is the action part of an ongoing pattern of actions (whether under the 
control of GSA or others) that are cumulatively likely to have adverse 
effects on the human environment? 

 X  

J. Is the action likely to set a precedent for, or represent a decision in 
principle about, future GSA actions that could have significant effects on 
the human environment? 

 X  

K. Is the action likely to have some other adverse effect on public health 
and safety or on any other environmental media or resources that are not 
specifically identified above?" 

 X  

 
CONCLUSIONS: 
 
1. The action is a CATEX and requires no further environmental review. 
2. The action is a CATEX but requires further review under one or more other environmental 
authorities (list). 
3. The action requires an EA. 
4. The action requires an EIS. 
 
 
_______________________________    ______________________________ 
Program Staff   Date    REQA Representative  Date 
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DEPARTMENT OF ARMY NATIONAL GROUND INTELLIGENCE 
CENTER 
ENVIRONMENTAL CATEX CHECKLIST  

BOULDERS ROAD, CHARLOTTESVILLE, VIRGINIA 
Portions of two parcels (X and Y) on tax maps 33-1D and 33-1F, respectively are being offered 
to General Services Administration (GSA) for the proposed lease/construction of a new 
Department of Army National Ground Intelligence Center (NGIC) Office Building.  The 
proposed site is currently owned by a joint venture between Next Generation, LLC and United 
Land Corp.  The NGIC offices are currently located at 2055 Boulders Road in Albemarle 
County, Virginia.  The new office building will provide 35,000 usable square feet and 150 
surface parking spaces on a site of approximately 13 acres. 
 
Lease/construction projects qualify for a categorical exclusion (CATEX) that requires the 
preparation of a checklist to ensure that no extraordinary circumstances exist that would require a 
higher level of environmental analysis and documentation.  The CATEX checklist, found in the 
PBS NEPA Desk Guide (October 1999), requests that answers be presented in a “Yes/No” 
format to determine whether the proposed action qualifies for a CATEX or whether the 
preparation of an Environmental Assessment (EA) or an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) 
is warranted.  To support the findings of the environmental checklist, a description of the 
environmental conditions present on and surrounding the project site are provided.  In addition, 
the PBS NEPA Desk Guide, Chapter 5, Section 5.9.2.1 through Section 5.9.2.11 provides a list 
of questions that should be addressed to help GSA determine and support the yes or no answers 
in the checklist.  These questions and answers are also provided to further support the findings in 
the Checklist. 

Description of Project Site 

The proposed lease/construction project site is located in Albemarle County, Virginia 
(approximately 9 miles north of the City of Charlottesville, Virginia).  It is bounded by 
undeveloped land on each side with the current NGIC office building located on an adjacent 
parcel approximately 5,000 feet southwest.  At present, the property (identified as the United 
Land Corp Site) is undeveloped and according to the current land owner, the property has always 
been undeveloped.  Mr. Wendal Wood has owned the parcels being offered, along with 
approximately 1,000 acres in the vicinity for 15-25 years (Personal communication, Wendal 
Wood, May 16, 2007).  The proposed site consists mostly of grassland with a few trees 
throughout.  Surrounding uses include the existing NGIC office building in the immediate 
vicinity.  Within a 2-mile radius of the United Land Corp site, commercial, university, and 
residential uses were identified. 
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Figure 1: Project Location Map 
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Figure 2:  Aerial Photograph of Site 
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Checklist Question A: 

Is the action likely to be inconsistent with any applicable Federal, State, Indian tribal, or 
local law regulation, or standard designed to protect any aspect of the environment? 

Is the action likely to have effects that would be inconsistent with such authorities as: 

…U.S. Environmental Protection Agency’s (EPA) solid waste management guidelines: 

No.  EPA’s Office of Solid Waste regulates all waste under the Resource Conservation and 
Recovery Act (RCRA).  RCRA’s goals include regulation of waste disposal; energy and 
natural resource conservation through recycling and recovery; reduction or elimination of 
waste; and cleanup of waste that may have spilled, leaked or been disposed of improperly.  
The proposed action involves the lease/construction of an office building for the NGIC.  It 
can be assumed that all waste generated by NGIC would be properly categorized and 
managed in accordance with state regulations. 

…Occupational Safety and Health Administration (OSHA) noise standards: 

No.  This is an office facility and would not produce above-normal levels of noise.  Noise 
generated from construction would be negligible and short-term. 

…A State Implementation Plan (SIP) under the Clean Air Act: 

No.  While the proposed project would include the extension of Boulders Road, major 
changes in transportation volumes or installation of any equipment that would produce 
substantial air emissions would not occur.  The action would be consistent with Virginia’s 
SIP.  It can be assumed that the facility would operate in compliance with the Clean Air Act 
(CAA). 

…Executive Order 11988 (Floodplain protection): 

No.  According to the U.S. Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) Flood 
Insurance Rate Map 51003C0145D, no portion of the project site is located within or 
adjacent to either the 100-year or 500-year floodplain.  The site is located in Zone X, an area 
of moderate or minimal hazard from the principal source of flood in the area.  Route 29 and 
Boulders Road, which provide access to the site, are also out of the 100- and 500-year 
floodplain. 
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