
HEADQUARTERS, 29TH INFANTRY DIVISION 

LL ETET’’ SS  G G OO   
 

29th Trains to Support Civil Authorities 

Improving their ability to provide 
assistance to local civil authorities was 
one of the main training objectives of 
the 29th Infantry Division Headquar-
ters during the annual training at Fort 
A.P. Hill from June 14 to 28. The sen-
ior staff of the division headquarters 
conducted a command post exercise 
focused on a Defense Support to Civil 
Authorities mission June 23 to 25. 

During DSCA operations Soldiers 
from the National Guard would be 
aiding civil authorities such as a local 
sheriff or fire fighters to protect the 
citizens of Virginia as well as the Na-
tional Capital Region. 

The scenario for the training put 
an emphasis on preparedness. Soldiers 
participating in the DSCA exercise 
had to react and respond appropriately 
when a series of terrorist incidents 
struck the DC Metropolitan area. In 
the scenario, the Virginia Department 
of Emergency Management asked for 
the support of the Virginia National 
Guard. 

According to Col. Steven Scott, 
the division operations officer, the 
main purpose of the DSCA exercise is 
to learn to provide support in a time of 
civil unrest and to provide military 
support in a time of emergency. 

“Those emergencies can be either 
natural or man-made, either weather 
related or terrorist related,” said Scott. 

The three main goals of the exer-
cise were to improve staff practices, 
improve the staff’s ability to commu-
nicate with higher headquarters and to 
improve standard operating proce- 

dures, Scott said. 
“In the event of a real-world dis-

aster, we can refer to our SOPs and 
react quickly and appropriately,” he 
said. 

Scott said that in future exercises 
the senior leaders of the division 
would like to see even more local sup-
port so that both the Soldiers and the 
civil response teams can be fully 
trained and prepared for those crucial 
moments when Americans are in need. 

Senior leaders were very im-
pressed with the amount of communi-
cation between the different sections. 

“Interpersonal communications  

By Spc. John B. Wood 
29th  ID Public Affairs 

Soldiers of the 29th Infantry Division watch the data in their sectors of the Joint Opera-
tions Center as the fictional terrorist scenario plays out during the Defense Support to 
Civil Authorities exercise conducted at Fort A.P. Hill during the division headquarters' 
annual training. (Photo by 1st Lt. Eliana York, 29th ID Public Affairs) 

prevailed overall and was the main 
factor for the success of this opera-
tion,” said Col. Jeffrey A. Connelly, 
the division chief of staff. 

He indicated the division would 
like to continue with communications 
training so that the next time the unit is 
needed it would be in an even better 
state of readiness. 

Connelly said he left AT with a 
“sense of validation,” and added, 
“These Soldiers are some of the finest 
Americans I have ever served with. 
We should never be satisfied with what 
we’ve achieved because there is al-
ways more to be done.” 
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